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18 Hareh 1971
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chisf, Support Services Staff
SUBJECT ¢ Presidential Iibraries Flanning
1. Surmmary =~ There has besn no directive from the White House

converning the requirements for the President Nixoen library or the
eriteria for Apenoy contributions, O0ffieisls at Nationel Archives
have tried in vain to stimilate an announcement and currently foel
that none will be forthecoming bafors the Fall 1971,

Discussions with Offieciale &t Hationgl Archives and six
Agencies find that Agencies remein giert for an asction call, but
nost do riot have an sctive plan or steff collecting material,

. The AEC and Departments of Agriculture and Commerce do have
‘positive plans and programs for the coutinuing identification, £ilming,
and helding of documents for the Presidential [ibrary csll, Others
contacted, with negative results; werss Dspriment of State, Army,
and Navye, OUalls to DIA, NSA, and AID were not returned &s yest,

2. Hatiaml mhsm; == Dp, Fhoads, the Archivist, and his
Deputy Dr, Ce talked with me in his office on Tuesday, The
problem of Pm@i&aﬂ%ﬁ.&l Iibraries was one topic covered, Thay feel :
8 continuing program is desirable but impessible within todayl!s personnel
ceilings, They have Mr, John Nesbith assigned as Archivist to the
Fresident in the Fxecutive Office Building, He has t1ied %o promote
an announcement but has had no success, Dr, IRhoads felt the responaibilzty
to remain alert to the ppriedic call has besn well s srved by the Agency
Recordg Management Programs. He feels the Agency Historians and Archivist
could serve as the commitiee to gathsr the materizl for the lLibraries,

In 2 meeting on Wednesday, I talked with e Frank Evans,
National Archives rspresentative on the President Johnson Library, He
&3id the eriteria are changed by each President and Frank could not
see how & continuing campaign could opsrate withoub some wasted effort,
He caid that there is no legal requiremsnt for contisuing progtams and
Prasident Johnson's suggestion can not be considersd legally binding,
He mantioned that the Nixon Library is eurrently debeling a new site,
because Wnittier does not have @ large encugh graduate program to
support a large Pmsi&mtial Library,

In the Hatinmi Arehives Presidential Iibraries Staff on
"imméay, Mg, Livingsbon said they sre without firmm guidance or
plans for action, Dr, Reed; in charge, said he hopes to stir wp

something soon with anoi&ér paper, but he does not look for action
until the Fall,
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3. Atormic PBnergy Commission -- The AEC has & Sscretariate of
some 50 oF G0 people which maintains the Cormission's documents and 7
files, The ARC Histerian, Dr, Richard Hewlett (119-5431) in the
Secretariats has a womon iéentify ard index the records, that would
be of interest to the next Presidential Librawy, as they come throughe
The Chief; Recordr Services Branch then sees to it that the documents
are microfilmed and held until required, ;

The AYC Hesdquarters Records Officer, mm Neudorfer (119-4516)
iz mest fomiliay with this opesration, Only top levsl material is
considered appropriate for selsction. No field material is included,

The ARG feels it ie better %o have & continuing program than & "orash"
reactiones They feel the AEC has & fimm understanding of the typs material
that ie regularly required of them, Iarry told me on Dursdsy that the
woman whe was doing the analysis retim redently and he is not certain
who has picked up this reaponsibility. He fesls it will be continued,

Le Department of Agriculture == Here too the Secretariate is
responsible for a continuing progrem to idéntify meterial and to
advige the Secretary of Agriculture of his role with the Pregidentisl
Iibrary, Jim Austin (111«556}L) heads the Secretery's Records Unit

, in the Sseretariste., On Thurpdoy he told me that there 45 no Dirsetive
for their smell continuing program, but that they do operate on two

features:
a. Copies of certain official papers are regularly set aside for
the Presidential Iibrary. This is built right in to the
Records Program snd reports distribution,

| be Jim Austin is regponeible to advise each new Secretary

| of the Presidential Library Program and the fact that thers
will be a coll for the Sscretary's papers., Most Secretaries

| have honored that ¢all, Although Secretary Freeman had an
sgraoment with the Minnesota Histordcal Sociely, he did

; contitbuts some papers to the Johnson library,

. The notification from the White House comss to the Secretariate
which 18 kept familisr with the requivement and &3 prepared to attach 2
note to the announceniiit telling the Seoretary that the Department has
a Program and a collasction, The Secrstary then appoints a top offickzl
and the contribution is pulled together,

The ¢all does not go below Cabinkt lml. (Johnson did ask
for some gubwecabinet contributions,) The ageney material is not sent out,
The central file is kept. During the "orash" call certain additional
projects or f£iles are ideptified 23 appropriate and copies are added
to the conbribution.

Se Departs of Conmsroe = This Dapartment waits for the "eragh™
call befors ﬁs gtarts the contribution collection, but it too has a

\
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Bacrstariate which simplifies the anticipated requirement. Mrs Ivy Parr

on ths Records Officerts Staff (Bob Jordon, 189-37u3) tells me she can

complete the c¢ollection from the Hxscutive Secrebariate in a few days.

The Secretaridte handles all the VIP corrsspondense and committes reports

and mail, They kesp a copy on file, Othsr Secretariates in other
Bureaus are equally cooperative,

The Dapartment of Commmrce does not have parsonnel anough to
‘have & contimiing program, They circulate the annvuncement %o the
Secretariate and pick up the combfibution one time,

b6, Department of Mavy = They have no formal program for collecting
material for Presidential Libraries. Records Officer Willism Kincaid
{13-67545) said they take no initiative for such a program, They respond
vhen the esll comes in, He agrees with the advisability of s continuing
program but has not heand of argune doing ite He said they do have an
active Naval History Programe

7o Dapartment of Amy = I met with Col. Pomrenze, AGB, on Tuesday.
He said the Bscords Staff does not hive a continuing program for the
Pregidential Librories, Nore than ninety percént of the Army reconds
are retired withip two years and are in Nation&l Archives cubtody.
His peos no reason for any of it to be moved fronm ons branch of Hational
Archives (Rscorda Centers) $o another branch (Presidentiml Libraries).
Both are equally available to researchers, If any transfar is done
the Archives mot the Army will have to do it. The spscial arrapgements
made by the Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are not knows.

Jape.rtment of Stots == On Thupsday I talked with ‘i, Don Simon
and he said he had studied the problem of a contiming program for
Presidential [ibrary support but they do not have one, They dook no
action because gucceeding Pragidente change the guidelines for State

- Department requirements. President Johnson diffsred drastically from
Kennedy amd Kennedy differed from the others, '

Don s#id thet Stets spant a lot of time and money on films and
files for President Johnson amd they came back with more requests, State
has doubisd the originsl sffort and st s higher level, They are now
waiting for reachion,

» State keepz in Suitdind the citlzen letters they get from the
Wnits House for action, They eventually tumn this public correspondence
over to the Presidentisl Iibraries,

Don fesls they would establish a Program if they kmew vhat was
wanted, Thay wuld prefer not to work on a "erash" basis, They doe not
want to pul mempower on & project that may ba reversed when the announcement
comen outs The Vhite House has not yet issued Stiie any guidelines,
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